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supply line. 

2. Solids settle to the bottom of the septic tank while 
oils and greases are trapped on the surface of the 
liquid.  

3. After settling in the septic tank, the clear water is 
discharged to the treatment unit. 

4. The clear water infiltrates into the soil to be treated 
by a natural filtration process. 

5. The treated water is discharged to the groundwater 
or to a watercourse. 

OPERATION OF A SEPTIC SYSTEM 

In general, the life span of a well-maintained septic sys-
tem is about 15-20 years for a permanent residence. 
 
A defective septic system can be recognized by : 
 
1. The release of bad odours; 
2. The discharge of greyish coloured water near the 

septic system; 
3. The filtration element remains wet and spongy. 
 
The impacts of a faulty septic system 
 
When a septic system fails to treat wastewater properly, 
several things can happen. Firstly, phosphorus, a limi-
ting nutrient in the wastewater will be released into the 
environment. Phosphorus unfortunately causes eutrophi-
cation of lakes, in addition to promoting cyanobacteria 
in water bodies.  
 
Naturally, untreated wastewater that returns to the 
ground can pollute drinking water wells. In addition, 
when the septic system is located near a body of water, 
it can cause health risks for people consuming well or 
lake water if it is defective. 

NEW MUNICIPAL BY-LAW ON 
THE MANAGEMENT OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

 
Installation targeted: 
�x�� Septic systems that are 35 years old or older;  
�x�� Septic systems not listed; 
�x�� Septic systems consisting of a septic tank made of 

steel, fibreglass or unapproved plastic; 
�x�� Seepage pits, barrels used as tanks, or any other type 

of system that does not contain a septic tank.  
 
Frequency of operation certification: 
�x�� The Municipality will proceed with the verification of 

the location of the filtration element and the proper 
functioning of the septic system serving the residence 
once every five years. This will be done by a desi-
gnated firm. 

�x�� The use of a designated firm appointed by the munici-
pality allows for a better price and analysis consisten-
cy. 

�x�� Priority is given to septic systems located near a body 
of water. 

 
The inspection will include the following: 

�x�� Checking the water level in the tank 
�x�� Fluorescein test 
�x�� Saturation test 
�x�� Smoke test 

�x�� A notice to those concerned will be sent prior to the 
inspection.   

 
Delays following a report of a defective septic system: 
�x�� Work plans must be provided to the municipality wi-

thin 120 days of the test results. 
�x�� A Certificate of Authorization from the municipality is 

required for any work required on a septic system. 
 
Replacement of a septic system: 
�x�� For those subjected to this by-law who wish to volun-

tarily replace their septic system, a percolation test by 
a technologist is required for the application for a 
Certificate of Authorization from the Municipality. 

AVAILABLE FUNDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF A 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

 
Tax credit: 
�x�� The Quebec government offers a tax credit for owners 

of isolated residences wishing to bring their septic 
systems up to standard. For the 2023 to 2027 tax 
years, the credit can reach $5,500, depending on the 
type of building. 

 
Financial assistance program: 
�x�� The Municipality has set up a septic system replace-

ment assistance program to help citizens who need to 
repair or replace their septic system. The assistance 
granted includes costs related to :  

�x�� Professional services, which may include, 
among other things, a characterization study 
of the site and the natural terrain;  

�x�� The execution of the construction or repair 
work;  

�x�� Issuance of the certificate of compliance;  
�x�� Subject to the conditions, it allows for a cash advance 

of up to $30,000 repayable over a 20-year period.  
 
For more information: 
 
�x�� Boltonest.ca 

�x�� Environment 
�x�� By-laws 

�x�� 2022 -410 : Regulation 
Respecting the Manage-
ment of Septic Systems 
(French)  

�x�� 2022 -411 : Regulation 
for a Septic Facilities As-
sistance Program (French)  

 
�x�� Revenuquebec.ca 

�x�� Tax Credit for the Upgrading of Residential 
Waste Water Treatment Systems  

 
�x�� Legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca 

�x�� Regulation respecting waste water disposal 
systems for isolated dwellings  

 


